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Music Policy
Intent

At Lodge Farm Primary, our aim is to make music an enjoyable experience. Our inclusive music curriculum offers a huge variety of musical experiences to all our pupils and we encourage all pupils to participate to build up their confidence and self-esteem and to improve their well-being. 
Our music lessons focus on the following musical skills; listening, appraising, performing, improvising, composing and evaluating. We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role that music may wish to be expressed in any person’s life. Our children are given opportunities to listen to live and recorded music from a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. Our children are given the opportunity to learn to play a large variety of musical instruments, taught by specialist music teachers. We give our children the opportunity to perform in school and in our local community. We develop hidden talents and passions from an early age and ensure all our pupils reach their full potential within our curriculum. 

Every one of our children is a unique individual with their own strengths, aptitudes, interests and dreams. As a school community, we will endeavour to support each child to make the most of every opportunity we offer. We provide enriching experiences to engage learners and in designing and developing our curriculum we have taken into consideration:

· how children learn and remember; progress means knowing more and remembering more 

· what our children need to succeed in life; cultural capital they need to make aspirational choices and succeed beyond their time at Lodge Farm Primary School. 

The key drivers for our curriculum are: 

· Aspiration

· Healthy Lifestyle

· Communication

· Knowledge of the World

Aims
The aims of teaching music are consistent with our school’s philosophy and take account of the new National Curriculum for Music. The aims of the subject are:
· To provide a music curriculum which is rich and balanced.

· To encourage children to enjoy musical activities and to provide them with the skills and confidence to participate in musical activities with personal satisfaction.

· To provide children with a means to express ideas and feelings through sound.

· To assist each child to develop a positive self-image and self-confidence.

· To develop a sensitive response to sound and music.

· To provide a curriculum which progressively develops musical skills, concepts and knowledge.

· To develop insight through music into areas of experience, some of which cannot easily be verbalised.

· To promote positive attitudes towards, and enthusiasm for, music work in school.
· To develop social skills and awareness whilst making music together.

Early Learning Goals
Music in the EYFS is taught through the area of learning: “Expressive Arts and Design”. Children regularly sing throughout the week and incorporate it within cross-curricular teaching and learning. Children are exposed to music through topics, celebrations throughout the year and Charanga, creating a foundation for their musical education. Singing and playing musical instruments together and performances throughout the year (including our Christmas Nativity) develops performance skills and making music as an ensemble. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
The development of pupils artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that pupils have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what pupils see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.
By the end of the EYFS, pupils should have attained the level of development as defined by the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). For Music these include: 

Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. (ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive)

Music in the National Curriculum 
Purpose of study Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon. 

The National Curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. 

· Learn to sing and to use their voices, create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence

· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Attainment targets 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
Subject content for Key Stage 1 
Pupils should be taught to: 

· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

· Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. 

· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Subject content for Key Stage 2 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. Pupils should be taught to: 

· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

· Use and understand staff and other musical notation. 

· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music drawn from different Traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

· Develop an understanding of the history of music.

Implementation 
At Lodge Farm, we deliver a clear and comprehensive scheme of work in line with the National Curriculum through Charanga. Charanga is a scheme of work which offers a topic-based approach to support pupils’ learning in music. A steady progression plan has been built into Charanga, both within each year and from one year to the next, ensuring consistent musical development. By using Charanga as the basis of a scheme of work, we can ensure that they are fulfilling the aims for musical learning stated in the National Curriculum. Charanga includes many examples of music styles and genres from different times and places. These are explored through the language of music via active listening, performing and composing activities, which enable understanding of the context and genre. Charanga provides a classroom-based, participatory and inclusive approach to music learning. 

Throughout the scheme, pupils are actively involved in using and developing their singing voices, using body percussion and whole-body actions, and learning to handle and play classroom instruments effectively to create and express their own and others’ music. Through a range of whole class, group and individual activities, pupils have opportunities to explore sounds, listen actively, compose and perform. During music lessons, pupils will be given opportunities to learn music specific vocabulary in a meaningful context. During the lesson pupils will be given opportunities to apply skills and are given chance for collaboration through composition. The inter-related dimensions of music are interwoven throughout each unit, developing musical skill and understanding through a repetition-based approach.
Resources 
Every year group has access to music resources in school. Every teacher has a Charanga login. Charanga can be accessed by teachers through the class laptop and whiteboard.  

A variety of music resources are kept in school. These resources are available to all staff. The care of the instruments is of a very high importance and must be taught to all pupils so that instruments are not damaged or spoilt. This is built into the scheme of work and should be reinforced throughout the school. If a breakage does occur, this should be reported to the Music Leader who will either remove, repair or replace.

Video evidence of children’s learning must be uploaded to the Charanga workspace once every unit has been taught. This is so that music teaching can be monitored. 

Staff can also record straight onto their laptops using digital cameras, microphones (see Computing Leader) and the relevant software on their PCs. 

The Music Leader will review the use of resources and their storage annually. Staff are asked to submit, to the Music Leader, lists of any resources which they require to be added to the existing stock. The purchase of resources is planned each year by the Music Leader based on the music budget. 

Progression 
Pupils learn music through the strands of: listening and appraising, knowledge and understanding of musical language, the history of music, singing, playing instruments, improvisation, composition, performance and musical notation. These strands often interweave and are almost all covered every half term across all year groups. Progression is developed through the repetition and depth of learning within these strands. This is through the integration and understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music, including: pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, structure, texture and notation. Throughout each year and across all year groups, the interrelated dimensions of music are built upon the foundation of pulse, creating a spiral of musical learning across the school. Our music teaching also aims to expose pupils to a diverse range of musical genres and musicians, across history and across different cultures.

Impact 
At Lodge Farm Primary, pupils leave with the necessary skills to perform in front of others with confidence. Our pupils are able to perform solos and in ensembles both using their voices and playing musical instruments. Our pupils develop the skills to improvise and compose for a wide range of purposes. They are able to use and understand musical notations. They utilise their musical skills, knowledge and vocabulary in order to further develop their music making and understanding of music. They gain experience and understanding in all areas of music and a diverse range of musical genres so that they can develop a lifelong valuable appreciation for and enjoyment of music. At our school they are provided with the musical foundations to enhance their musical interests and education, as young musicians. Our pupils leave Lodge Farm as performers with a passion for music and a large number of pupils continue their successful musical journey in secondary education

Inclusion

In planning work the teachers will aim to:

· provide breadth and balance of musical activities for all pupils
· provide a differentiated Music curriculum to meet the needs of all the pupils through the continuity of experiences

· set suitable learning challenges for individuals or small groups of pupils
· respond to pupils diverse learning needs

· liaise with the Special Needs Co-ordinator to ensure that provision is made for all SEND pupils.

Equal opportunities 

All pupils regardless of age, race, gender, religion or ability should have equal access to music provision and equal opportunity to develop music capability. The Music Leader will liaise closely with the Inclusion Leader to ensure that all our pupils have appropriate access to music, including provision of appropriate equipment or support where necessary or possible.

Integration with Other Curriculum Areas
It is important that music is not seen in isolation and that it is linked and integrated with other subjects in the curriculum. Music can be linked with:

· Maths
The whole structure, make-up of music is mathematical. Rhythms, time-signatures, counting, clapping etc. are all obvious links.
· English
In starting off a good creative music lesson, they nearly all start with a list of adjectives that describe a scene, picture, story or situation.

The very essence of songs is the story they are telling or the picture they are painting. Written and oral skills are needed so pupils can express their ideas, sentiments and emotions.
· Science
The chief link with Science is ‘sound’ - how sound travels, different techniques needed to produce the best sound and experimentation using the voice and different instruments.

· P.E.

It is through Dance that there is such a strong link between these subjects. Dance is a marvellous vehicle for expression and response in music.
· Art
It is through Art that pupils are able to find a different means to express their feelings and responses to a piece of music. Pupils will, as part of the National Curriculum, listen to music and find their own way of notating what they have heard on paper.
· History
The National Curriculum demands an examination of the history and traditions of music. These may be linked with History topics already being covered. 
· Geography
Pupils will as part of the National Curriculum look at all types of music from around the world. They will look at the different instruments and musical traditions that characterise the countries under examination.
· D.T.
Pupils can find different ways of making their own musical instruments.
· Computing
Pupils can research, explore and experience the world of Music. They can also use designated music software as a tool for sequencing or composing.
Health and Safety
As Music is a largely practical subject, health and safety needs to be considered at all times. The following are a list of possible risks involved.
	Risk
	Ways to eliminate risk

	Fingers trapped in piano 
	Ensure pupils are sensible near the piano and the lid is already open prior to use. 

	Pupils hit by beaters
	Educate pupils about proper conduct prior to using percussion instruments. 

Manage class effectively by working in smaller groups if necessary. 

	Throat injury
	Ensure pupils sing with correct technique and avoid shouting at all times. 

Ensure warm up activities are undertaken prior to singing activity.

	Hearing injury
	Ensure volume on playback devices are set appropriately. 

	Hands trapped in music stands
	Ensure base of music stand is level on floor before adjusting height. 

	Music stand sections becoming detached and dropping on feet
	Pupils to carry only one stand at a time and transport at an upward angle. 

	Instruments dropping on feet
	Ensure that two pupils at a time lift heavy instruments.

	Pupils hitting heads on tables if they are sitting on the floor
	Ensure tables are moved back out of the way.
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