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Art and Design Topic: Alberto Giacometti 

 

Year: 2 Term: Summer 2 

Key Knowledge/Content:  
 To know that water makes clay softer (slip) 

and easier to mould, but that too much can 
make it unworkable.  

 To know that clay can crack when it dries if it 
is too thin. 

 To know how to create a variety of shapes 
(including lines and texture) when working 
with clay.  

 To know how to use cutting, pinching, and 
rolling when using clay. 

 

Key vocabulary with definition: 
Prior vocabulary: 

 Clay- A natural material made up of rock.  
 Mould- Shape that can be changed.  
 Pinch- Technique involves shaping the clay by 

pinching it between thumb and fingers.  
 Roll – An action used to form a shape. 
 Fold – To bend something. 

 
New vocabulary: 

 Join- To connect or attach something. 
 Smoothing- To move your hands across 

something in order to make it flat. 
 Technique - A skilful or effective way of doing 

something. 
 
 

 

By the end of this unit 
All children can: identify and recall the properties of clay and know how to use simple carving techniques. 
Most children can: demonstrate how to create a variety of shapes and generate ideas using a stimuli., 
demonstrating simple joining techniques. 
Some children can: explain ideas and opinions about their own and others’ art work, giving reasons.  

Links to: 
Prior learning:  
The Children explored Marc Quin and his artwork. 
The children experimented with clay and created their 
own sculpture inspired by Anderson’s work. 
Future learning: 
The children are going to be learning about an artist 
called Andrea Mantegna. 

 

Background understanding for teachers and 
parents: 
The children are going to be learning about a sculpting artist 
called Alberto Giacometti. They focused on the properties of 
clay and their joining techniques. 

Curriculum Driver (one): 
Communication 

Evidence outcome: 
The children are able to communicate their 
own ideas. 


